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cal considerations to which he often appeals. Perhaps in his case, 
as in that of many another writer, the hardness of his head has not 
been able to resist the warmth of his heart, and he is betrayed into 
an inconsistency, which is dangerous to sound reasoning, though it 
is creditable to sympathetic feeling ; and this apparent inconsistency 
may, we think, also be detected in other passages of the book. 

L. L. Price. 
Oriel College, Oxford. 



Julian, Philosopher and Emperor, and the Last Struggle 
of Paganism against Christianity. By Alice Gardner, Lec- 
turer and Associate of Newnham College, Cambridge ; author of 
"Synesius of Cyrenet." Vol. xiii., "Heroes of the Nations." 
Edited by Evelyn Abbott. London and New York: G. P. 
Putnam's Sons, 1895. 

Miss Gardner's able and scholarly little book deals with an im- 
portant passage in the history of the great conflict, supremely inter- 
esting to all students of ethics, between the young Christianity 
and the dying Paganism. The new spirit, in its strenuous fight for 
existence, was inevitably forced into an attitude of defiance, denial, 
absolute opposition, war to the death against the old systems of 
which it was in reality the complement. The root-principle of 
Christianity, its identification of the nobler nature of man with 
the divine spirit of the universe, manifesting itself in a burning 
enthusiasm for truth, for a spiritual morality, and a deep-hearted 
love, gave rise also to a contemptuous hatred and rejection alike of 
the easy-going eclecticism of the times, the fleshly standard of 
pleasure, the cold and lifeless self-righteousness of the moralists, 
and the art and philosophy and culture that seemed to block the 
way. A deeper consideration of that very principle was one day to 
show that those rejected elements were vitally necessary to its own 
development. But that day was not yet. 

Miss Gardner's account of the varying struggle, though clear 
and instructive as far as it goes, does not bring out this all-important 
point, nor does she treat the great Arian controversy with the care 
and precision it deserves. Her estimate of the work and character 
of Julian, not as an apostate, but as what he was, a reactionary, is 
thoughtful; temperate, and judicious. Yet it may be questioned 
whether the author's sympathy with her hero and her laudable desire 
to do justice to his undoubted merits have not caused her to over- 
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look the deepest reasons for his antipathy to the Christian faith. 
No doubt the factor on which Miss Gardner lays most stress, 
Julian's reverence for past philosophy and culture, especially for 
the Hellenic, was of the highest importance in the formation of 
his views, but he was also profoundly influenced by his unfortunate 
bias, as a thinker, against the identification of the human and the 
divine, and the self-righteous conceit, the academic pride of the 
conscious philosopher and follower of tradition, must have effectu- 
ally closed his mind to the new light which changed the lives of 
the Pharisee Paul and the student Augustine. Nor had Julian in 
compensation the statesman's insight, the firm grip on the real needs 
of his time, which induced Constantine to change the religion of 
the empire as he changed its seat of government. 

Miss Gardner's book closes with a suggestive sentence. "The 
two streams," she says, referring to Hellenism and Christianity, 
"have blended;" and she adds, " We cannot feel that the tri- 
umphal cry of Julian's enemies has been fully justified at the bar 
of history. It is the Christ, not the Galilean, that has conquered." 
Julian assuredly had no such dream of a conception that could 
unite the Christian and the Hellenic ideal of life. It is still, we 
may say, the task before the world, the theoretic task for those who 
would formulate our ideals, the practical task for those, who would 
realize them. 

No mention has been made of the other historical portions of 
the book, as not falling within the scope of this review. The 
volume, as a whole, forms a valuable addition to the series. 

M ELIAN STAWELL. 



History of Religion. By Allan Menzies, D.D., Professor in the 
University of St. Andrews. New York : Charles Scribner's Sons, 
1895. (University Series.) Pp. xiv., 438. 

The history of religion, like the history of social ethics, may be 
written entirely from the standpoint of ethnology, so that it will 
have no direct interest for the student of philosophy ; it has often 
been written as the historical statement of purely philosophical 
conceptions. The present volume distinctly turns aside from the 
description of religious beliefs and religious practices, nor does it 
aim to set forth any philosophy of religion. Dr. Menzies has 
thought it possible to write a history of religion, noting the differ- 
ent forms which it assumed among different races, and seeking to 



